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DRAMATISTS, POETS, CRITICS, AND 
ACTORS. 

THERE is an article in “ Macmillan” for this 
month complaining of the state of the drama and 
of criticism in England. Certainly these is cause 
for complaint when a man like Browning, re- 
cognised as the first of living poets, has no stage 
fame. But the fact is it is impossible to have a 
real drama while the little histrionic talent we 
possess is in abeyance. ‘I'he actors are scattered, 
there is noconcentration of talent, and the abolition 
of the “‘ patent ” houses seems to be a calamity. 
A play like the * Rightful Heir,” as it appears to 
me, could not effect much for the drama, if ever 
so well acted. That it was not acted well, save 
by Mrs Vezin, is notorious. Miss Neilson, as it 
is whispered, at no little cost to herself, has been 
trying to induce the public to admire a drama 
with some claims to poetry. It need not be 
added what amount of success has attended the 
representation of the plays of Lord Lytton and 
Dr Marston. 

Glancing at the merit of the performers still 
available for the purposes of true dramatic art in 
England, it may be eaid, without pessimist views, 
that the majority are too old and worn for the 
work required. It is nearly time for Phelps to 
retire; Miss Faucit, in juvenile tragedy, is an 
anomaly ; Miss Glyn, talented, but heavy and 
sombre, belongs to a school all but obsolete ; and 
a few others there are of tragic reputation who 
are so maby anachronisms now. Dillon and 
King, gooi second-rate men anyhow, Creswick, 
E. Heraud, Mrs Vezin, and, perhaps, J. L. 
Warner, Cowper, &c., can be named as_ sufficient 
representatives of plays that are not mere vehi- 
cles for ‘* situations,” but we may opine that 
it would be exceedingly difficult to induce them 
to appear together in a fine play as, under 
Macready formerly, we recollect Phelps, Ander- 


ton, Mrs Warner, and Miss Faucit appeared in a! 


constellation. Apart from the difficulty of indu- 
cing actors to do what they can and ought, the 
system of management in existence is opposed to 
anything that can encourage dramatic art. The 
“ cheap and nasty system ” with bad translationa 
and adaptations from the French prevails. Then 


is invoked (to bolster up these ephemeral things) 
the aid of scene-painters and decorators. 

The public must regard the Drama with apathy 
while there is nothing on the stage to stimulate 
the appetite for what is good and ennobling. We 
are not dependent now for amusement, as our 
forefathers were, on the theatre. Newspapers 
and books are multiplied and so cheap that even 
those who have no very literary tastes buy them. 

The lower orders flock to the lowest music- 
halls, and smoke and drink; the higher read, 
cultivate music, &c. 

Meanwhile the critics (so-called) conscientiously 
abstain from criticism. What is there to criticise? 
Absolutely nothing. Miss—— looks superb in 
her new dress, Mrs V. has elegant feet and ‘‘ sup- 
porters,” Mrs Blank has a song which is sparkling, 
and utters bad puns with point ;—and that’s all. 
As for any pith or marrow in the dialogue ef the 
pieces we see it is nonsense to talk about them. I 
am not an ardent admirer of Sheridan’s “* School 
for Scandal” and protest most decidedly against 
its morality ; but, for wit and brilliancy, it is worth 
any 50 or perhaps any hundred of the bad bur- 
lesques which really run for halfa season. Posi- 
tively the maudlin stuff of “The Stranger” is a 
good deal better than the literary composition of 
many of the pieces which some managers deem 
good enough for us. 

We may be told that there are neat dramas 
fairly acted here and there; we may be assured 
Fechter, Webster, and Wigan are good—nay, 
very good. Granted; I don’t undervalue them. 
But look at the general intelligence of our age 
compared with that of a quarter of a century ago 
when Macready produced original plays! If the 
age be in advance of that not very remote era 
{surely the Drama should correspond in talent 
with the development in question. When Phelps 
and Mrs Warner were in management at Sadler’s 
Wells between twenty and thirty years ago, there 
was at least a management where we were quite 
certain that the best plays would be produced, 
and adequately sustained. There is not a single 
theatre now up to the standard of Sadler’s Wells, 
when new plays were sometimes produced, plays 
by Mr White and others which at least appealed 
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to the mind and the critical faculty. 

But the remedy! Is there any? Shall we 
induce scholars, poets, and gentlemen to write for 
the stage, and men of education and refinement, 
and women of corresponding elevation to act, 
while for the most part there is not the slightest 
encouragement and hope of success? A Lord 
Chamberlain’s order to lengthen the dresses of 
somewhat immodest females will certainly not do 
much for the exaltation of the stage. The Queen, 
having nearly retired from public life, must not 
be expected to foster an art which her intelligent 
husband appeared to admire. The nobility and 
rich gentry, beyond an occasional visit to the opera, 
and a rarer one to a fashionable theatre, abstain 
from lending a sanction to such establishments. 
But the public in general can be induced to go 
and see good plays well done. 

Looking to the democratic spirit of our era it 
may not be impossible for a manager like Mr 
Douglass with his splendid theatre and low prices 
to take the lead. Perhaps it would be better if 
more attention was paid to the comfort of those 
who frequent the pit, and who sigh for the days 
when the “ stalls” did not enjoy a monopoly as 
they do now. But nothing will succeed save as a 
permanent institution ; and the engagement of a 
“ star” now and then, especially one no longer 
very popular, will not contribute to the real in- 
terests of a theatre. The system which excludes 
talent also, by a purchased monopoly, is a short- 
sighted policy, and the numerous failures of ad- 
venturers with a little money in London and the 
provinces should be a warning to them & others. 

The dramatic poets who might co-operate with 
liberal managers for the elevation of the standard 
of taste among those who frequent the theatre 
will be forthcoming at the appointed time. For 
there is a destiny even in theatres. Trivial as 
public amusements may seem to the philosopher, 
they exercise an important influence over the 
public mind. Wise governments recognising this 
fact, have made such institutions national ; but 
as doing this would at present be contrary to the 
genius of our legislation, we must look to other 
encouragement for the regeneration of the Drama. 
I have still hope in this resurrection, in this 
revivification, for a nation which has produced 
* Hamlet,” ‘* Macbeth,” and “Othello” ; but new 
plays, new actors, and new management are 
imperatively demanded. Bera. 








ECLECTIC THEATRE. 


THE FRIENDLY DRAMATIC CLUB. 

A NEW club entitled the Friendly Dramatics 
gave a performance at the above hall on Thurs- 
day last. We attended at the time appointed, 
and were much pleased to find the manager 
and the members at their posts—a good omen 
of future management. The pieces chosen for 
the night’s entertainment were Jerrold’s “ Rent 
Day,” and the laughable farce of the “ Rendez- 
vous "—quite enough for one evening. 

At seven o’clock the curtain was drawn up, 
and the play commenced, the first tableau being 


well disposed of, after the celebrated picture of 


Wilkie’s “Rent Day.” Mr W. S. Williams as 
Old Crumbs was well made up for the part, 


and he displayed a perfect knowledge of 

the character. In the last act he was power- 

ful and pathetic, and gained well-merited ap. 

plause. Mr Vincent as Squire Grantley looked 

the part well, and acted with discriminating 

judgment. Mr Beresford as Martin Heywood 
was well conversant with the text, and delivered 

it in a plain and forcible manner, picturing the 

distress of himself and family in heart-broken 

sentences and manly feeling, and he was enthu- 

siastically applauded. Mr P, Clement, who was 

the Toby Heywood, had a good conception of 
the character, and acted with boldness in the 
scenes with Old Crumbs, and with brotherly 
feeling and sincerity to Martin. He might have 
been more playful and loving with Polly Briggs, 
his sweetheart, The Bullfrog of Mr T. Hughes, 
was well depicted ; it was full of self-conceit, 
consequence, and comic humour, and drew down 
continued laughter. Mr Archer as Silver Jack, 
acted with care and did not overact the charac- 
ter, as is very often done by amateurs. It was 
a fair personification of the character. The 
smaller parts were efficiently acted by Messrs 
King, Stuart, Wilkins, Salter, Griffiths, Wade, 
and Langford. Miss A. Dalton in the part of 
Rachael Heywood, looked interesting, and acted 
with considerable pathetic feeling, and only 
required a little more power. We are informed 
that she has just recovered from a severe illness 
which may account for it. Her conception of 
the character was correct, and she carried it out 
with ability. Miss E. Brooke in the character 
of Polly Briggs looked jolly and good-natured ; 
she was well dressed, and where there was a 
chance of comic humour being introduced she 
took the advantage. ‘The Bed-room Scene with 
Bullfrog caused great laughter. The play was, 
upon the whole, very well acted for a first 
attempt, and it would have done much credit to 
a club of older date. 

The farce was bustled through successfully, 
Mr Stuart as Quake, and Mr Hughes as Simon, 
filled the two parts very cleverly. The female 
characters were all well dressed, and Mesdames 
Parkes, Pool, and Louise, succeeded in making 
the farce go off to the evident amusement of a 
very respectable audience. 


THE SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. 


On Tuesday the Siddonian Club gave an 
entertainment at the above theatre. This is an 
old club, and the numerous members have had 
considerable experience. The managers, Messrs 
Williams and Norman, are always at their post, 
and the pieces are generally well selected and 
cast with evident care and ability. On this 
occasion (their twenty-sixth performance) the 
pieces selected were “ Don Cesar de Bazan,” 
the farce of the “ Area Belle,” and the interest- 
ing drama of “ Barnaby Rudge.’’ 

The acting of the Siddonians in the drama of 
‘* Don Caesar de Bazan” does them great credit. 
Mr Fordham as the Don, gave a true impersona- 
tion to the part, and was correct in the text, 
The Don Jose of Mr Lorimore wanted a little 
more cunning about it, as well as dignity; in 
other respects it was very creditably acted. Mr 
Long as the King of Spain, looked the character 








very well, and acted with an ardent spirit, but 
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frequently he spoke in too hurried a manner. 
Mr James was an intelligent Lazzarillo, and the 
other parts were effectively acted by Messrs 
Ford, Inglis, Osborn, and Anderson, the latter 
amateur meeting in a most praiseworthy 
manner an encore in the sentimental song of 
“ Wine.” Miss Clara Gordon was the Maritana, 
and it would be a very difficult task to find her 
equal in that character, even on the professional 
boards. She obtained universal applause 
throughout her performance. 

The farce of the “ Area Belle” went off with 

eclat. The Pitcher (a policeman) of Mr Major 
was a rare comic treat, and Mr Adams as the 
soldier, acted up to him capitally. Miss Jack- 
son as Penelope (the maid) was clever, and the 
small part of Mrs Croker.lost nothing of its 
interest in the keeping of Miss Rosseau. The 
farce went off without a mistake, and there was 
universal applause at the conclusion. 
.. The drama of “Barnaby Rudge,” in three acts 
followed. There are nineteen characters in 
this drama. Suffice it to say that Mr Williams 
as the Stranger, acted a difficult part with 
judgment and ability. Messrs Norman, James, 
Esmond, Oakden, Long, Inglis, Emery, Rus- 
sell, King, and a host of others, all acted 
with success, not forgetting Miss Clara Gor- 
don as Mrs Rudge, and Miss Rosseau as 
Meg. Mr Harrison (of Bow-street) was the 
costumier, and he dressed the characters very 
appropriately. 


SADLER’S WELLS. 

THis theatre was opened on Saturday for 
the benefit of Mr F. G. Maynard, a professional 
of many years standing, and a sterling legiti- 
mate actor, ; 

The drama of ‘Kathanne Howard” was 
first on the programme, Mr Maynard assum- 
ing the part of *Ethelwold with his wonted 
ability. The character of Katharine Howard 
was sustained with great ability by Miss R. 
Gerrard, who has every qualification for the 
character, but has a weak voice. Her elocu- 
tin was much above the mediocre style of 
the present day. The drama was well acted, 
and was enthusiastically received by the 
audience, 

The Trial Scene from the “ Merchant of 
Venice” was next very well acted, Mr W. 
Woolgar supporting the part of Shylock with 
most creditable ability. Miss A. Elliott who 
enacted Portia, has many essential |qualifica- 
tions for the stage; sbe possesses a fine 
well-proportioned person, expressive features, 
a pleasing voice, and her delivery is clear and 
distinct. The lines upon Mercy were given 
with point and good emphasis, but were 
rather too hurried, and we thought with 
hardly sufficient solemnity. ‘There is no doubt 
if she assumed the whole part and was well 
supported, she would be successful. The other 
characters were in efficient hands. 

The burlesque of the “ Maid and the Mag- 
pie” followed, in which Miss Rose Gerrard 
showed considerable versatile talent in the 
part of Pippo. Her singing, dancing, and 
acting being excellent. 

The whole concluded with the 





** Corsican 





Brothers,” which we did not see, it being a 
very late hour. 








THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Mr. H. SINcLAIR (of Drury Lane) and 
Madame Fanny Huddart terminated an en- 
gagement of twelve nights at this theatre on 
Saturday evening last. Great expectations 
were entertained of Mr Gilbert’s new two-act 
drama “ Face to face,’’ but alas! these were 
doomed to disappointment, and the result has 
been anything but beneficial to the management 
and to the stars themselves. The fault, if fault 
it may be catled, lay in the unattractive nature 
of the piece itself, not in the acting. Both Mr 
Sinclair and Madame Huddart did their utmost 
for it, and their exertions were very ably secon- 
ded by Mr Walter D. Fisher, who promises to 
be avery finished actor some of these days, and 
who is, no doubt, destined to be the legitimate 
successor of Mr J. L. Toole. 

The stars also tried Shakspeare’s tragedy of 
** Macbeth” with no greater success. Madame 
Huddart endeavoured to wiv the favour of the 
lieges by her impersonation of Lady Macbeth 
and of Hecate ; while Mr Sinclair assayed the 
character of the ambitious thane. Madame 
Huddart also appeared in Meg Merrilies with 
good success, earning the plaudits of the judi- 
cious few. 

The afterpiece has been “ Ill treated Trova- 
tore.” In this Mr Fisher was great as the gyp- 
sey, Miss Rhodes enchanting as Maurice, and 
Miss Sydney Cowell captivating as Leonora. 
Altogether, the burlesque has been well acted 
in every part. 

After three weeks of Mr Pennington and a 
week for benefits the theatre will close; but 
will re-open on the 14th of June for the summcr 
season under the charge of Mr Loveday (chef 
d’orchestre), Mr J. B. Howard (leading man), 
and Mr Dowland (treasurer). No doubt they 
will achieve a fair success during those months 
which are inimical to theatricals generally. 

Fra Dtavoio. 


Enauisu Opera at the Crystal Palace.—We hear 
Mr George Perren has succeeded in forming an 
efficient company, and, further, that he has 
secured the services of Miss Blanche Cole as prima 
donna. A new baritone will also appear. Mr 
Mann will conduct the orchestra, which will be 
auginented for the occasion. We wish Mr George 
Perren all success in his undertaking, and hope 
that the public will accord him the support he 
may be able to deserve. 

Edwin Booth presented Shakspere’s tragedy of 
“ Othello,” at his magnificent temple of the drama, 
on the 12th ult., in a style of completeness never 
before witnessed in its acting on the American 
stage. 

Miss Marriott has been starring at the Park 
Theatre, Brooklyn, in “Hamlet.” 

Mr Fechter, it is reported, leaves for America 
in about a month’s time, playing in the interim 
an epgagement at Newcastle-on-Tyne, and other 
provincial theatres. Miss Leclerqjand Messrs. 














Arthur and Charles Leclerq will accompany him 
in his transatlantic trip. He will make bis first 
appearance in New York as Hamlet. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


H. Norton, Barnsbury.—The ticket did not arrive 
till after the performance. We ought to have had 
iton Saturday. 

Busov.—The performance on Tuesday in our next. 

H. Mortron.—We are obliged by the information 
respecting the performance of the Fitzroy Dramatic 
Club. The part of the Stranger was played by 
Mr H. Franklin, and not by Mr Morton. 

Tue Lawn.—We consider there is a want of brains, 
or if any the writer does not know how to use 
them, or he would not have been guilty of writing 
such a letter. 

A. Witson.—The subscription has been received 
with thanks. The Journal will be sent weekly. 

W. A. Sranitgy.—We received his letter. 

J.4Swinpon.—The advertisements will be 1s 6d each 
insertion. 

Compton, Liverpool.—The amount has been received 
with thanks. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines i . Od. 
Eight . . ‘ js ’ ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ 2s. Od. 
Twenty . ‘ i ° . . 2s. 6d. 
Across the back . 1s .extra. 


Advertisements must be sent not later than 10 
o’clock Tuesday morning, Top Floor, 335a, Strand. 
N.B. All communications to be sent to the Printer’s 
335a, Strand, opposite Somerset House. 
List of Agents for the sale of the ‘ Theatrical 
Journal.”’ 

Vickers, 317, Strand. 

Lacy, 89, Strand. 

Stevens, 42, ‘Tottenham Court Road. 

Harris, Blackfriars Road. 

Allen, Warwick Lane, City. 

Pattie, Ivy Lane, City. 

Purkiss, 60, Compton Street, Soho. 

Hopcrott, 16, Little Queen Street, Holborn. 

King, Arlington Street, Islington. 

Stevens, Goswell Street. 

Potter, St John’s Street Road. 

Hill, Gray’s Inn Road. 

Dix, King’s Cross Road. 

Cox, Drury Lane. 

Bell, St John’s Street Road. 

Sheard, 7, St. John-street, Smithfield. 

James Roberts, 195, Shoreditch. 

Walters, Bell-yard, ‘Temple Bar. 

B.jW.yWatkins, 53, Cirencaster-place, Portland-rd. 
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MACREADY, THE REGENERATOR OF 
THE DRAMA. 
BY “GAMMA.” 
CHAPTER XII. 


To those who have not had the advantage of 
seeing our hero, the following sketch of his powers 
written by a critic of his period will give a toler- 
ably faithful idea of ihe great tragedian’s idio- 
syncrasy : 

“He is thoroughly original ; two powers are re- 
markably conspicuous; his vigorous pointed 
declamation, and his amazing range of expression 
of countenance. ‘here is an intensity in hoth 








extremity. He is an actor of strong, if not always 
of correct purposes; in the utterance of sad- 
ness, pathos, or of deeper melancholy, he is a 
perfect master, and the heart’s truest interpreter. 
His voice, his eye, his whole demeanour, are laden 
with a world of suggestive grief that yet seems 
deepened by a vein of pride forbidding it to be all 
spoken. It is this fever-blooded, half-stifled, dry- 
eyed-misery that is so telling. Again, his sar- 
casms are fuller of gall than any we have ever 
beard. In passion too, he is tremendous—it is 
not red heat, but white heat. Anger does not 
make him rave and foam like a drunkard or a mad 
bull, but it wreathes him over with intertwining 
hissing snakes. His great faults are these; he 
cannot well amalgamate his acting and his speak- 
ing ; they are not one. His voice is brazen—his 
action is angular. He does not speak freely from 
the chest, but from the throat or teeth; he often 
catches his breath ; he disregards punctuation ; 
he despises the printer’s stops ( , : ;.- ), he re- 
gards them as the mere toll-bars of eloquence, and 
therefore he often dispenses with them ; he has a 
cat-like habit of pouncing upon an author’s ideas; 
he is like a tiger in full pursuit of bis prey. He 
treads softly through a speech, clause by clause, 
(no pun intended) stopping at will bebind this 
word, and again behind that; his muttered growl 
thrills to the very heart’s core; you see his pre- 


parations, his final crouching, and then the fatal . 


spring ; if these movements were performed by a 
bona-fide quadruped of Bengal, the audience 
would not testify their delight by louder acclama- 
tions than those which greet Mr Macready on 
these occasions,” 

These remarks are graphic, and apply with sin- 
gular felicity to his Macbeth, his Othello, his Lear, 
his Werner, and his Richelieu, but the writer 
should have added that he was also gentle as any 
“sucking-dove,” and in comedy remarkably easy 
and free from the feline qualities enumerated 
above ; as Mr Oakley and Joseph Surface he was 
the perfect gentleman. Byron’s “Werner,” which 
was cast with Wallack as Ulric, Cooper Gabor, 
and Miss Faucit as Josephine afforded scope for 
fine acting. He was the counterpart of Rem- 
brandt’s Banished Noble. For deep feeling it was 
unsurpassed. 

Werner was one of his grandest conceptions. 
It was in 1830, at D.L. then under Capt. Polhill’s 
management, that he played it for the first time. 
No one ever entered into competition with him in 
this part. ‘The yell of agonised despair wrung 
from him by Gabor in the fifth act, was horrible— 
a sensation of actual pain passed through the 
audience as they involuntarily shrunk back and 
shuddered in their seats. The spectator might 
imagine it to be the last fearful utterance of some 
dismembered wretch dying upon the rack. In- 
deed, the heart of the miserable and shrinking 
Werner is exposed as ona moral rack, and there 
lacerated till it breaks in the struggle.” 

It was at this period that he selected the trag- 
edy of “Oroonoko” for his benefit and played the 
hero in it, a part that Edmund Kean was wont to 
display his tragic powers in to great advantage. 

Ove night at C.G. (before he became manager) 
Macready was in the green-room by himself, while 
all the characters were on the stage. He was 
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jooking-glass that reached from floor to ceiling. 
Having a large battle-axe in his hand, he whirled 
it round his head, when, to his great surprise, the 
head of the axe flew off and smashed the huge 
mirror. He was transfixed with horror at the 
catastrophe. The call-boy entered the room; “The 
stage is waiting, Sir,” he said. The voice roused 
him from his reverie. He rushed on the stage to 
Miss Ellen Tree and seizing her, exclaiming, ““My 
Wife! my wife!” added in a subdued tone, leaning 
over her, but labouring under great mental 
anxiety “ Oh! I have smashed the 
glass !”” 

Some years after, one of the underlings met 
with a similar accident in the second green-room, 
when he recollected his own mishap, and with the 
greatest kindness said ‘Poor fellow. Never mind, 
Bartley ; let it be replaced.” - 

When he undertook the management of C.G, 
in 1837, he wrote to Mr C. Kean to co-operate 
with him in his endeavours to resuscitate the 
drama. The latter gratefully declined his offer, 
feeling that it could not be Macready’s interest to 
place him in that position which he aimed, viz; 
that of a star. Strange that young Kean should 
have almost ousted the great Macready from his 
pedestal in those days, for his inferiority is uni- 
versally admitted, but then there was Royal patron- 
age. When the Queen saw him play Hamlet a 
D.L. the receipts reached £463, this was in Jan. 
1838. In Feb. when he played Richard the house 
brought £408. Bunn tells us thatin 43 nights 
of C. Kean’s performance at D.L. (21 of Hamlet, 
17 of Richard, and 5 of Sir Giles) the receipts were 
£13,289, or a nightly average of £309 10s. The 
nightly average of his father’s performances was 
£484 9s. Charles’s salary at D.L. and at the 
Haymarket was £50 a night. 

Place Macready’s Werner and C. Kean’s Louis 
XI. in juxtaposition; “look on this picture, and on 
that.” Both highly finished portraitures of the 
Dutch school of painting, but no more like each 
other than “* Hyperion to a satyr.” Which was 
the greatest artist? Which is high art, and which 
is low ? 

Macready’s company at C.G. included Phelps, 
Vandenhoff, Howe, (who was so great a favour- 
ite that our hero raised his salary an extra £2) 
Warde, Elton, Anderson, G. Bennett, Diddear, 
Harley, Meadows, Bartley, Tilbury, W. H. Payne 
(the last of the pantomimists), Mesdames Vanden- 
hoff, Warner, P. Horton, Vincent, Glover, Hud- 
dart and Humby. 

At C.G. Macready also produced Serle’s “ Joan 
of Arc,” and Rooke’s charming opera of “Amelie,” 
the latter being very successful. At the close of 
his C.G. management and before entering upon 
the Drury campaign, our hero migrated to the 
Haymarket, and there played Othello, Norman in 
Bulwer’s ‘‘ Sea Captain,” supported by Phelps, 
Strickland, and O. Smith; he was engaged in 1840 
by Hammond at D.L. where he appeared as 
Macbeth, Earl Ruthven in ‘* Mary Stuart;” the 
manager was, however, soon ruined, and the house 
closed ; the theatre was opened for 4 nights more, 
when Macready gave his gratuitous services. He 
then returned to the Haymarket, and enacted 
Glencoe ; Richard Cromwell in “‘Master Clarke ;” 
and Evelyn in “Money ;” this piece was played 
106 nights to brilliant audiences. 





We have spoken already of his first season at 
D.L. as manager and actor ; we will now run over 
the campaign of the second year at the National 
Theatre 1842-3, and see what our hero produced 
for the amusement of his patrons. Under the 
Macredian dynasty the nearest approach to perfec- 
tion in acting, costume, music, scenic decorations 
and appointments, and general accuracy of detail 
combined, was attained. 

(To be continued.) 
———_—_g—_—___—_. 

ACCIDENT TO A FEMALE GYMNAST. 

Oo Tuesday evening an exciting scene was 
witnessed at Bolton. In connection with Mr 
Pablo’s Fanque’s circus a female Blondin had 
been announced to give aun outdoor performance. 
She was to walk along a rope stretched from the 
third story of the Old Coronation Mills to the top 
of the circus, the height of the rope from the 
ground being about 60 feet, and the distance to 
be gone over some 89 feet. About half-past 
seven the woman set out from the window. She 
tripped along the rope for a few feet with a light 
and easy step. About 15 feet she came to a thick 
knot, several inches long. She tried to cross it 
but failed, and then turned back. A moment 
afterwards she resumed her journey. She ap- 
proached the knot cautiously and partially crossed 
it; but just as her hindermost foot was leaving it 
she stumbled. At once she threw aside her pole, 
and by a desperate effort, she grasped the rope. 
She is a very strong muscular womun, and she 
exerted herself greatly to regain her position on 
the rope; but despite her endeavours she re- 
mained suspended by the hands. There were 
loud cries of ‘* Lower the rope,’ and the rope was 
lowered, but only a few feet. A number of men 
then massed themselves together directly below 
the woman, and begged her to fall. She did as 
advised and was caught by the men, and although 
the distance she fell was 50 feet she sustained no 
injury beyond the fright and the shake. 





A Series of Promenade Concerts (orchestral 
choral) is announced to be given in the Holborn 
Amphitheatre, conducted by Mr C. J. Hargitt. 
The performances begin on Saturday next, and 
are to include classical works of every kind, exe- 
outed by the best artists of the day. Moreover, 
there will be morning orchestral concerts every 
Wednesday and Saturday. ‘The scheme is a bold 
one, and as excellent as bold, We wish it all 
possible success. 


Cremorne has opened its gates for the season. 
The first night was, according to precedent, de- 
voted to a ball masqué, which was numerously at- 
tended, and was quite as gay as affairs of this 
kind ordinarily are. The appearanee of the 
grounds now in all their vernal beauty was ra- 
diant, and the music and the glitter of costumes 
beneath the trees or in the alcoves contributed to 
make the scene exceedingly attractive. Of all 
amusements of its class Cremorne is undoubtedly, 
and in all respects, the best. 

A new drama, in four acts, y Mr F.C. Bur- 
nand, entitled “The Seasons,” founded on Miss 
Edwards’s popular novel, will be the next produc- 
tion at the Queen’s. 
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ALEXANDRA THEATRE. 

Tne Version of the interesting Drama entitled 
* Oliver Twist,” as acted at this well conducted 
theatre, is a decided success and should be wit- 
nessed by all playgoers. Mr Mordaunt’s altera- 
tions from the original are decided improvements, 
and his acting as Fagan the Jew is an artistic 
effort which we rarely see achieved in such 
characters. Mr Giovannelli’s quaivtness in the 
character of the Artful Dodger is provocative of 
great laughter. Miss Hamilton’s Oliver is a very 
pleasing performance. In addition to the pieces 
that are nightly presented in the theatre, dancing 
finds many supporters in the large and splendid 
saloon of the establishment. The band is excel- 
lent, and, under the direction of Mr B. Isaacson, 
performs selections of music that are well worth 
hearing. On Tuesday the members of the 
Holloway United Cricket Club gave an amateur 
entertainment, when the “‘ Wreck Ashore” was 
performed. The piece was very fairly represented, 
and was highly gratifying to a numerous audi- 
euce. The concluding piece was the “ Rough 
Diamond,”in which Mr Giovannelli gave a capital 
impersonation of Cousin Joe, and was well sup- 
ported by Miss Hamilton as Margery. This farce 
should continue to be played for the sake of 
=e Mr Giovannelli to such advantage in|Cousin 

oe. 








A MARRIED AMATEUR’S COMPLAINT. 
To Mrs T. Hinton, an exception to the rule, 
these lines are respectfully dedicated, 
BY RICHARD @asToN ! 
Oh, I wish that I was single, so I could have my 
way, 
No eiehting wife to criticise whatever parts I play. 
I cannot study or rehearse without it causes strife, 
Iam ever — Oakley for I have a “ Jealous 
ife |” 
You knowI play jthe “ Juveniles,” the Romeos 
and Claudes, 
And gained much fame in Lovers’ parts upon our 
mimic boards ; 
Of course I have to kiss the girls and press them 
to my heart, 
And utter honeyed sentiment connected with the 
part. 


But Mrs = romantic and she thinks each scene 
is real, 

And all the flowery words we use emotions that 
we.feel, 

That we carry from the stage the love and passion 
we express, 

Will not believe we lay aside those feelings with 
our dress. 


£ course I vow I’m constant, true, and argue all 

Ican, 

That though so loving on the stage I am no 
ladies’ man ; 

But woman’s great prerogative (her tongue) she 
uses then, 

An organ most miraculous—a match for twenty 
men ! 


She does not mind my playing parts, but then the 
line must be 

Like Stukley, Gesler, or Lafont,—detestable to 
me. 





For how can I, who love the sex, assume the 
villain’s art, 
Bring trouble and distress to bear upon a loving 


beart ? 

No, rather let me play old men as uncles of rich 
wards. 

As heavy fathers I may gain distinction on the 
boards ; 

And leave to younger aspirants the line I used to 

lay, 

And so fulfil the marriage vow, “love, honour, 
and obey.”  =MoRAL. 

Be sure your love before you wed is not of jealous 
mind, 


For wives can see with double sight although 
young love is blind, 

If you would have a quiet home yet play upon 
the stage 

Give up the loving characters and other parts 
engage. 

Youne Men Wanted.—The Daily News an- 
nounces a famine in Belgravia—a dearth, not 
precisely of food, or even of cotton or of silk 
but of young men who can and will dance at, 
balls. There are plenty of ladies to perform 
their part, but of masculine partners for them 
there is a fearful lack. Belgravian mothers in- 
vite elder sons, and even “ detrimental” 
younger ones Bandmasters charm never so 
wisely, but still for all the pressing the man 
will not dance even when they attend the dan- 
cing-party. Rev Mr Williams might be gratified, 
but Belgravian mothers and even Belgravian 
daughters are very much troubled. The days 
of woe, when seven women shall take hold of 
the akirts of one man, seem not so far off as 
might have been hoped. Why, oh, why—as 
Mr Greg asks in his capital essay—Why are 
Women Redundant ? The Daily News counsels 
gravely, as a remedy, that the ladies should 
look better after those refreshments which ac- 
company dancing, and that in particular the 
abominable compound known as ‘‘ Champagne 
for Balls at 24s.” should be carefully es- 
chewed. The advice is sago, although 
hardly complimentary, either to the gentlemen 
who are held to be thus attracted only by the 
quality of Circe’s champagne, or to the ladies 
whose charms are thus set down as secondary 
to those of their own cold chickens. We 
would add another hint. Turkish baths are 
admirable remedies for many woes to which 
flesh is heir. But the art of waltzing, 
practised in such institutions, or in (what 
comes to the same) small drawing-rooms heated 
to the same temperature, is a form of medical 
treatment too strong for the most hardy con- 
stitutions. A room calculated to hold about 
ten persons choked up with about a hundred, 
a deafening band, and a space of about a yard 
square opened between the ladies’ skirts, is 
not an attractive ground whereon to enjoy 
what poor Artemus Ward very properly called 
the “messy dance.” 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and hg 4 evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W. S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 


CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 

Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R. S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 


MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 

evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 

Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 

SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
ki C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles -Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. ‘Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 

ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
F ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 


EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
K pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr ‘Vin. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-1oad; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F’. Small, jun., Secretary, °6, Albert-road, 
Dalston, 

HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, Totten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 





























Houtoway’s OINTMENT AND PiLus.—Any 
unnatural discharge from the skin is at all times 
disagreeable, but sometimes it becomes not only 
irritating but offensive. Bad legs, old wounds, 
scrofula, and scorbutic eruptions, are cooled, 
soothed, and cured, by Holloway’s Ointment. It 
at once arrests all diseases of the surface by 
purifying and regulating the circulation in their 
neighbourhood by giving energy to the nerves of 
the affected part, and by expelling all poisonous 
and noxious matters. It ejects the seeds of all 
virulent eruptions and ulcerations, and thus cone 
fers nu temporary or partial boon, but a complet- 
and permanent cure. By means of these reme- 
dies all sufferers may aim at attaining healtb, and 
will invariably succeed. 























John Brougham commenced an engagement 
at Detroit Opera House on the 12th ult. Hesoon 
became a great favourite. 

Ir is stated that on Saturday a special train,- 
carrying three or four hundred people, left Liver- 
pool, where Mr Barry Sullivan has always been a 
prominent favourite, and arrived in London in 
time for the passengers to get good places in the 
Holborn Theatre. After the performance these 
admirers of the new and popular lessee returned 
by train to the northern port, where they could 
tot have arrived much before six o’clock on 
Sunday morning. Perhaps a higher compliment 
has never been paid to an actor of our time than 
this journey of some hundred people 400 miles in 

er- to secure for their favourite a bumper 
house on his first night as Jessee. 


















Mrs Stirling will repeat her admirable reading 
of Shakspere’s ‘“‘ A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
in St James’s Hall on Wednesday morning next, 
at three o’clock. The incidental music of Men- 
delssohn will be performed on the same scale as 
before, conducted by Mr Frederick Kingsbury. 
We anticipate a full room. 


A Derrnition By A Horrip Otp Tory.—The Cap 
of Liberty :—A mob cap. 

“ Ong? Toucn or Naturr.”—No wonder that 
velocipedes should become the rage ; they can travel 
at a marvellous pace—downhill. 

Breacu oF Privitece.—Those members of the 
House of Commons who took part in the debate on 
the New Law Courts before the rising of the Chancel- 
lor of Exchequer declare that he was guilty of great 
rudeness in taking a site at them on the sly ! 

Tue Turr.—Latest Scratching.—John Bright, 
out of all his Birmingham and Manchester engage- 
ments. 


Carre Diem ( Man Threatening his Wife ).—Cau- 
tious Person : ‘‘ You'll see vether I von’t do for yer 


—and before the ’ome Sekkeritry goes out of hoffice 
too.”” 


Tuat’s THE Question.—In the recent race for the 
Two Thousand Guineas Stakes, at Newmarket, 
Prince Imperial was ridden by the French. Will 
the French ever be ridden by the Prince Imperial? 

Protection Wantep.—There is a bill now passing 
through Parliament entitled the ‘ Sea-birds’ Pre- 
servation Bill.” This is a very commendable meas- 


_ure ; but would it not be advisable also to protect 


another class of creatures rather too much shot at 
just now? Is not a Landlords’ Preservation Bill 
desirable ? 

A Scratcu with a Saw.—Artist: “ Why is hang- 
ing at the Royal Academy Exhibition like kissing ?” 
Academician : “ I’m sure I don’t know.” Artist: 
“ Because hanging goes by favour.” 





OYAL ALEXANDRA’ THEATRE, Islington, 
andthe ROYAL HIGHBURY BARN GAR- 
DENS.—Sole Proprietor, Mr E. GIOVANNELI.— 
Commencement of Mr E. Giovannelli’s summer 
season of 1869. 

Fifth week fand unprecedented success of Mr Charles 
Dickens’s story of OLIVER TWIST, with new 
scenery and marvellous effects. Mr E. Giovannelli as 
the Artful Dodger.—It will be played every evening 
until further notice Oliver Twist, Miss 
Eliza Hamilton ; the Artful Dodger, Mr E. Giovannelli; 
Mr Brownlow, Mr E. Byrne; Mr Grimwig, Mr E. 
Campbell ; Bill Sykes, Mr C. W. Chamberlain ; Bumbil, 
Mr ¢. Steyne ; Fagin, Mr J. Mordaunt ; Charley Bates, 
Mr Wesdaans Monks, Mr Sims; Nancy, Miss L 
Collier; Mrs Corney, Miss Reynolds ; 
Miss M. Stafford. 

Dancing in the grand hall at half-past eight.—Doors 
open at a quarter to seven, performance to commence at 
a quarter-past. 

he Sbeautiful garden, brilliantly illuminated. Open 
every Sunday during the summer season for promenade. 
Admission, by refreshment ticket, Sixpence. 

Important notice: Mr Giovannelli begs most respect- 
fully to request the7stewatds and secretaries of benefit 
societies, bean feasts, &c., to apply early for their 
anniversary dinners, as the dates are being rapidly filled 
up. The beautiful gardens elaborately re-decorated, 
the crystal platform, the largest in the world, elaborately 
embellished, beautiful statuary, forming a scene of fairy- 
land not be equalled in Europe. Wanted fifty pupils 
for the new burlesque. Engagement of the Man Frog, the 
greatest novelty of the season 

Admission ls., including dancing in the ball-room, 
Great preparations for Whitsuntide. 

Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt; acting-manager, Mr 
Hazlewood, jun. 


rs Bedwin, 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, 


HIGH HOLBORN, 


1: ge been entirely RE-DECORATED,*‘in an elegant and costly stvle, worthy in every way of their 
extensive and long-established popularity, arenow OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


in the week. 


THE GRAND BAND, 

Under the direction of Mr W. M. Packer, will Perform, nightly, a Novel and Brilfiant Programme of 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, selected from works of the most renowned English and 
Continental Composers. 

N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 

Admission throughout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, &c. One Shilling. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 








H. TOMKINS, OF THE “JOHN BULL” TAVERN, BREWER STREET, begs to inform the 
. Visitors of SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE that he has opened the whole of the 


NEW 


REFRESHMENT 


ROOMS 


at the above Theatre, for the sale of all kinds of Refreshments ofa very superior quality, at the following scale of 


prices .— 
GUINNESS’S STOUT, on Draught, 2d. per GLASS. 
in PINT BOTTLES, 


GUINNESS’S STOUT, 


YOUNGER’S BITTER ALE, 2d. per GLASS, 


6d. BASS’S PALE ALE, 64. 


PORT, SILERRY, and other WINES, 4d. and 6d. per GLASS. 


BRANDY, WHISKY, or RUM, 4d. per GLASS. 


OLD TOM, 3d. per GLASS, 


Soda, Seltzer, Lemonade, and Ginger-beer, 3d. 4d. & 6d. 
CORDILALS 


of every description kept at the Saloon Bar, and can be had at all parts of the house, 
All kinds of BISCUITS and PASTRY fresh from DREW’S every morning at usual prices, 
CIGARS of the best quality, from 2d. upwards. 
aa A new and CONVENIENT neiume =," 3 = lama ROOM has been added for Ladies in 
. the Dress Circle. 





BEST COALS 24s, PER TON, AT 18, 


TYSO STREET, CLERKENWELL. 





OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


HE Nobility, Amateurs, aud the Profession are informed that Harrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, the 
largest and best in London, with the beautiful scenery painted by the first scenic artists, for the Royal 
Dramatic College Fete at the Crystal Palace, can be engated for any performances. It has been fitted up for 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club , Music 
Hall, Store Street ; Myddelton Hall; City of London College; and at the mansions of most of the Nobility. 
New Theatres, with Scenery, Gas Fittings, &c., of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Halls, can be 


HARRISON’S THEATRICAL WAREHOUSE, 


obtained at 


Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, Covent Garden, London. 


Costumes supplied in Town and Country. 








PAMPHILION HOTEL, 
27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 
HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till ]2 


SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 


— 


WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 
HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 


BASS’s Ales, REID’S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
fcotch Ales on draught. 





TO MANAGERS AND AMATEURS. 
RS WARLOW (late of the Theatres Drury Lane 
and Lyceum) has a first class Wardrobe for hire. 
own or Country. ‘Terms moderate. 16, Marquis- 
court, Drury-lane, W.C. N.B. Balls and Masquerades. 








Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 

ardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 


the profession will do well to give Mr. May an order 

for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
all studied. 

ind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street, 


tuali 


TO AMATEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
a Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above, 





CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
Has G undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instructed 
and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road. 





Vy ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. —A 
aVi Portrait ‘model of WILLIAM SHEWARD (of 
Norwich) has been added to the Chamber of Horrors, 

Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6 d.—Open in the morning from elevena.m. 
till ten p.m. 





‘TO AMATEURS OF TALENT. 
R J. SWINDON can arrange with LADIES and 
GENTLEMEN for parts in OTHELLO and 
CARTOUCHE, to be layed on May 29th, at a first- 
class LONDON THEATRE. Leads open. ‘Terms 
moderate. Address, Mz J. Swinpon, “ Niobe,” Derby 
Street,‘ King’s Cross, 





Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W, 
Brestow. 

To be had, by order, in ~y | of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite Somerset House 
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